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continued on page 12

BLINKED , got older, came back:
The dream didn’t die

film and TV. His novel, Jukebox, was 
published by Rain Books. He, too, 
married and had children.
	 Life was fine, going along as it 
should have.
	 And then something happened 
again.
	 The brothers’ friend, music 
agent Todd Littlefield, decided it 
was time for the Cooper Brothers to 
emerge once more with the release 
of The Best of the Cooper Brothers 
in 2006. A “little party” to celebrate 
its release, at the Prescott Hotel in 
Ottawa, became much more than 
anyone expected. The media got hold 
of it and let the local world know. 
More than 500 people showed up. 
They filled the tavern and lined up 
for blocks outside. They arrived with 
their old albums and mementoes from 
the 70s. The Cooper Brothers signed 
autographs inside and  outside -- all 

the way down the block -- and they 
played for their enthusiastic fans. 
	 “I realized then,” says Dick, “that 
I hadn’t missed [performing]… until 
I got back into it.”
	 Even at that, this event wasn’t 
the actual “moment” or turning point 
when he knew he was really back. 
That happened when Todd arranged 
to have them open for James Taylor 
at Ottawa Bluesfest.
	 “It fired me up,” says Dick. “I 
knew I could do this again.”
	 Brian knew it was time, too. With 
30,000 fans cheering them on, there 
was no question. The boys were back.
	 Dick, who hadn’t written a song 
in more than 20 years, suddenly 
poured them out. That summer he 
wrote 25, and he hasn’t stopped 
since. 
	 “Todd lit the fire,” he says.
	 But there was work to be done. 

Dick, in particular, had to practice. 
He says he actually had to re-learn 
parts of the guitar. Brian was more 
current because he had never really 
put his guitar down.
	 The songs, the music, came 
easily and in a different way.
	 In those early days, recalls 
Dick, Capricorn and others were 
“looking over our shoulders”. They 
wanted hits. There was the pressure 
to produce songs everyone loved – 
middle-of-the-road tunes that were 
sure to take off.
	 “This time,” says Dick, “they’re 
more from the heart. No one tells me 
what to write, except to write what I 
feel. I think the songs are deeper.”
	 A band had to be formed, and 
they needed a producer. They enlisted 
long-time friend Colin Linden, 
a well-known Canadian record 

The Cooper Brothers 
By FRANCIE HEALY

They were different. Opposites, you might say. 
	 Dick was a serious student who excelled 
at school. He was a reader, a thinker. He 
graduated with a degree in English Lit when he 
was only 20.
	 Brian, two years younger, didn’t have 
much use for reading, and school didn’t turn his 
crank, either. He was a party boy. But he could 
sing like an angel.
	 Different, these boys are, and yet musically 
matched to perfection. Both brilliantly talented. 
One writes. One sings. 
	 The result is the sweet sound of The 
Cooper Brothers.
	 If you were around in the 70s and early 
80s, you’ll probably remember their exquisite 
harmonies and down-home, country-rock 
sound. You might have their original chart-
topping albums or recall hearing them on the 
radio every day. These guys were a sensation.
	 Well, guess what. They’re back. They’re 
older. They’re better. They have a brand-new 
album, and there’s more to come. 
	 What strikes you most about these fellows 
is the fact that they seem so unaffected by all 
the excitement they’ve caused in their musical 
lives. They’re regular, warm, friendly guys. 
They’re humble about their achievements. Each 
tends to give his brother credit for the band’s 
success. There’s no sign of the ego you might 
expect from people who have hobnobbed with 
the greats.
	 “Back in the day”, as they like to say – 
back when they were two talented Ottawa kids 
in their 20s -- they gained international fame 
on the music scene and signed a contract with 
Capricorn Records. The Cooper Brothers, 
including their friend Terry King, became a 

sensation in the U.S. as well as Canada. They 
toured extensively, opened for people like The 
Doobie Brothers and Joe Cocker, worked with 
Chuck Leavell (keyboardist for the Rolling 
Stones and Eric Clapton), and won major 
musical awards. One of their hits, The Dream 
Never Dies, written by Dick Cooper, was 
played constantly on Canadian and U.S. radio 
stations and is still a classic, much-loved tune 
that seems to surpass ages or generations.
	 There they were, at the top of the musical 
world and about to climb much higher – about 
to fly right over the top, in fact – when life 
came crashing down. Almost as fast as they had 
risen to fame, their careers were over. 
	 Without warning, Capricorn Records 
folded. The boys picked themselves up, dusted 
themselves off, and moved on to other studios. 
They produced two more albums, and then 
those record companies folded, too. By 1983, 
despite their best efforts, the Cooper Brothers 
were no more. They had to find other lives, and 
they did that successfully.
	 Still, it was a hard blow. When you ask him 
about it, Brian Cooper responds more with a 
facial expression than words. It was miserable. 
It hurt. It was a terrible disappointment.
	 Brian took a job with the federal 
government (where he still works). In his 
off-hours for many years, he played with Les 
Emmerson and Terry King. He married, had 
children, and now he’s a young grandfather.
	 Dick Cooper, the songwriter, kept on 
writing. He wrote extensively for TV (including 
award-winning, syndicated series and children’s 
television), taught screenwriting at Algonquin 
College, and wrote more than 50 best-selling 
video games. He also created soundtracks for 

‘We blinked and we got older…”
from ’62 Fairlane, by Dick Cooper
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producer and musician. Colin took 
them to Nashville, where they 
recorded, along with Jim Cuddy, 
Delbert McClinton and Chuck 
Leavell, In From the Cold.
	 “I’m still surprised,” says 
Dick, “that we could do something 
this good after such a long break.”
	 But there’s no stopping them 
now. They know what they want: 
to keep going, to play outdoors 
(they like playing at fairs), and in 
theatres. Just recently they played 
to a packed Centrepointe Theatre 
in Ottawa, and the Arden Theatre 
in Edmonton, and they loved it.
	 “That feeling of performing is 
always there,” says Brian. “You’re 
with the other musicians, the 
music, the audience, the energy, 
and it gets under your skin. It gives 
you goosebumps.”
	 For Brian, who began singing 

as a child before he learned to play 
the guitar, playing is a break from 
his day-to-day job. 
	 “You can’t be creative in a 
government job,” he says. “You’re 
not supposed to be creative.” 
Music gives him that.
	 All their songs are original, 
written by Dick. And, although 
Dick sings, it’s Brian’s voice that is 
front and centre. 
	 “You know,” says Brian, 
“when we’re just being brothers, 
we kind of take what we do for 
granted. We’ve known each other 
forever. But then, when we see 
ourselves through other people’s 
eyes… well, that’s when we see 
each other’s talent.” 
	
In From the Cold is available at 
most music outlets in Ottawa and 
across Canada.
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